i 
; 
; 


$233 , 
SURPDDPDPTISLINDEDEHTEFERE 


TUREASTPSTOSNPIND TS STROD 

PORES SPPALTIRI FATE TED MTT Tae ae 
Petes aE. ites 

; 

PRavbOaRSNOUSaSbORD Sea I ENE EAPEPANS22 ase 0a tp bao gees 26303 
Seas egatapeaaie IPS SESLOSASI SELL ELE SIO] 

PAPEPUUDUPAST PRES GPe TaN i eeaarae ras aussie dey ese 
PPSLVSPTSTRAERSO DIED e SOTO ANI ge sDRaaa Tous 

papubraesoages poeepoonetye2 


banseasnasauesagsys ai 
Dap sraptparages 
bap epaee ried bsbaiegens Oetyyease 


RHEE a igapaereses 


rid] 
Fheeaes Bl ee j 
Saagsasaeay 
PEOPES seas ¥eea ero rS svebeersonee 
Peiveorageseertere 4 . 
SSs2058 § SERFL ECE eRe taese se 


PerespererserYeeeye 


Per eaahy ea Nery 


SapaepaaeeD 


: Derappasetavegy 
bansossensd pdedoneveasehonaatereteast? ive 
fe eee eeDIEe PPLPPIREPED MSU ERSSUERO RED Eb abs aay es 


SSEPEPOADPoStREOD EO DED? eranseR 
eae abe aaa) 


Misstiitity sevbbayepdaepie isi iiiiials Vrepe Dba eede 

FArRgP sea DRED EDS aRpapan? 

PAL ePADSRS ES ELA tI 

Pepe har eeepagy 

t CUDA F ISTE ES 

Ceerzaassaasaane 

PH ei Hed 

Pasaes based 

setaay 

reeertteaaee : 
Tye PUDeeI DRED YOROS 
Dee eee eh osetanes PPda tee dass 
{EUSPP STV Creo ye apoaeeer ee seny 
oyt917) SPAPRET ESPON ORRD 
FEVECED PIER NDDER Sabo b GRY 
MALIA SUPPPP DIES ore Eae 
Mittstitiiiiiiiisiiiiy 
PEROT PAENTR PG DSD eee ae ee eo ase 
PERT UPEROSA VENER DOD 
AVL eeeeerprarer ieee: 


Pisa 
Poadn teers 
DEPT ROMERD TS Fateras 


seetne 


FepEOTi byre vers 


SONPdNERUEDND RERSAE ay 


i] 


ala 
PEP2PETe) Tass 


FEN WERSSuNDy wesneeavenatye SvaF OPER erases beaseneae 
PPeTTITITi Titres 


ie 
eaye' Tysspee 


* 


§ 


PEPORTS 


OF THE 


ee CT MEN, 


AND OTHER TOWN OFFICERS OF 


LANGDON. N. H. 


INCLU DING THE REPORT: OF THE 


i 
‘ 
| 
' 
i 
V 


~+SUPERINTEN DING*SCHOOL#COMMITTEL+- 


-FOR THE——— 


YEAR ENDING MARCH 1ST, 1886. 


ALSTEAD, N. H. 
W. H. ALLEN, BOOK AND JOB PRINTER. 


1886. 


E. M. SMITHS | 
General Insurance Agency: 


—AND-— 


ATTORNEY AT LAW, 


ALSTEADA Nw 


ee : 
| 2 


REPRESENTING THE LARGEST LINE OF BOTH | 
STOCK AND MUTUAL INSURANCE COM- 
PANIES IN THIS VICINITY. 


> —=§ 0 —_—_-—— 


~4 INSURES AGAINST BOTHsDAMAGEXAND* FIRE BY «LIGHTNING -+~ 


ee Oe 


LETTERS OF INQUIRY PROMPTLY ANSWERED. 


BREE PORTS 


OF THI——— 


en CTMEN. 


AND OTHER TOWN OFFICERS OF 


LANGDON, N. H. 


ENCLUDING THE REPORT OF THE 


~#SUPERINTENDING* SCHOOL COMMITTEE+~ 


FOR THE——— 


YEAR ENDING MARCH 1ST, 1886. 


ALSTEAD, N. If. 
We: Ete ALLEN, BOOK AND JOB.PRINTER. 


1886. 


« 
ai 
. ‘ 
| * 
” 
, Z 
. . ~ ' 
» 
‘ 
- >“ 
af . r : ‘ ' 
~ ) ’ 
4 A ‘ 
4 
5 
‘ a ° ; 
- 
J * 
, es 
- 
. - 
Ps . 
- 
* 
ones 
* 
- 
: 7 
u rs f ‘ ee 
; < 
oe 
: ak 7 me ’ ; 
? ra - ai 
y Pye4 ue en 
. ie ee 
. . 7 Ch x 
aug _* ‘ 
R duh aba oe 
A em 
Cees r ai 
‘ {i Sh, 
¥ (i 
rd = : to 
2 ] (fae 
4 é j Li J i eo 
-“ he: 
. - sae em 
‘ , 5 , ‘ 
. _ oe 
& 7 
_* * = << Ycorge 1S & 
‘ 
ye 
a“ - 
. wort. > 
pe ae va ( 
? ‘ <a = v x 
% d ~ > 
t y ae p! “ae 
: a 
7 a “5 . 
- ' r? ep 2 
' . .) : 
~P tJ 
* oe mh 
’ ’ ~~. 
' , J 
A 
’ ‘ ' 
‘ .” 
j S i * ! 
r sl - * 
eye! 
ore st ty ‘ 
, eo = - a“ 
Dae : J ‘ ps f “= : 


feenot MENS’ REPORT. 


VALUATION OF THE TOWN. 


Valuation of real estated taxed, 


State tax, 
County tax, 
Town tax, 
School tax, 


99 polls, 

162 horses, 

3 mules and asses, 

44 oxen, 

208 cows, 

191 other neat stock, 
927 sheep, 

a hogs, 

Stock in public funds, 
Stock in banks, 
Money on hand or at interest, 
stock in trade, 

3 mills, 

33 dogs, 


ASSESSMENTS. 


School-house tax, 


~< 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


$187,174.00 
9,900.00 
14,278.00 
120,00 
2,904.00 
6,994.00 
4,884.00 
2,464.00 
192.00 
1,000.00 
8,300.00 
24,304.00 
1,530.00 
1,100.00 
38.00 


$265,842.00 


$604.00 
648.68 
200.00 
700.00 
50.00 


$2,202.68 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1886. 


By cash in the treasury March 1, 1885, 
Taxes of T. B. Fish, collector 1884, 
Bounty from the state, 

C. G. Maynard note, 
Savings-bank tay, 


$498.97 
29.74 
60.10 
199.6] 


Ler Mae AD i 
G738.2u 


‘Literary fund, 
J.S. Walker, old bridge plank, 
‘Taxes from collector of 1889, 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
To cash paid state tax, 
county tax, 
on orders, 


Cash in treasury, March 1, 1886 
wD if 3 


SAMUEL KING, 


EXPENDITURES. 
TOWN OFFICERS. 


‘Daniel P. Davis, services as sclectman for 1884, 
John S. Walker, Ks ‘6 

‘Chas. A. Holden, 5S ‘<6 

Mary 8. Prentiss, 8. 8. committee for 1888, 
Henry Prentiss, town clerk 


Fred H. Bundy, collector “ 
Samuel King, treasurer “6 
Jarvis C. Walker, sexton “6 


Frank R. Bates, sexton 
John M. Currier, care of town hall, 


SCHOOLS. 
Dist. No. 1, Charles G. Marshall, committee, 
2, Leland F. Smith, si 
3, George W. Ramsey, “ 
4, Henry M. Elwell, $4 
5, Joseph B. Russell, rf 


Wetherbee, Angier and Lutkin’s share paid Alstead, 26,00 


Bates and Whitney’ s share paid Charlestown, 


Repairs on school-house in Dist, No, 1, 


35298 
i 25 
2,202.36 


$3,725.51 


604.00 
648.68 
1,605.72 
$2,858.40 
867.11 


$3,725.51 


"Treasurer 


65 


*S $209. 49 


$142.19 
142.20 
150.00 
148.00 
142.20 


9.80 


$760.39 
850,00 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Fred H."Bundy, snow bill, 


Michael Hanning, - 
Charles Westney, e 
Henry A. Bates, 
‘EE. H. Whitney, 
‘Henry C. Clark, 2 
John Ferguson, ag 
William Kirkpatrick, “ 
John Conden, “ 
J. P. Forristall, bridge plank, 
Crossett Bro’s, $s 


Charles J. Davis, snow bill and work on bridge, 
John M. Currier, snow bill, 

William J. ‘Chandler, “ 

Noble C. Marvin, «“ 


Martin Bascom, 3 

Charles G. Marshall, “ 

Ira P. Smith, “4 

Willard Colburn, $6 

dienry A. Bates, building winter road, 

Charles A. Holden,  “ e 

E. HE. Whitney, 6c «6 

Clifton A. Metcalf - ns *84 and 85, 
Joseph bB. Russell, nN 


John L. Palmer, housing scrapers in 1884, 

Charles A. Holden, snow bill for ’84 and °85, 

John 8. Walker, plowing out road in spring of 1885, 
John W. Holden, snow bill, 


PAUPERS. . 
‘Support of ‘Conden family, 
Milton J. Clark, 


SHEEP DAMAGED BY DOGS. 
Henry A. Bates, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
Charles M. Lufkin, returning deaths, 
Carl A. Allen, returning births and deaths, 
Ware & Kent, repairing town scrapers, 


939.08 
32.15 


$271.23 


$9.60 


Selectmen, bounty, 


Chas. M. Lufkin, highway tax worked out in 1884, 


G. H. H. Silsby & Son, biank-books, 
Selectmen, work in cemetery, 
A. N. Swain, printing town reports for 1885, 


Fred H. Bundy, non-resident highway tax worked 


Thomas B. Fish, abatement of taxes in 1884, 


RECAPITULATION, 


Town officers, 

Schools, 

School-houses, 
Highways and bridges, 
Paupers, 

Sheep damaged by dogs, 
Miscellaneous, 

State tax, 

County tax, 


ASSETS. 
Cash in treasury, March 1, 1886, 
‘Taxes of 1885 uncollected, - 
Taxes of 1880 BS 


INDEBTEDNESS, 


Outstanding accounts, estimated, 


Balance in fayor of town, 
JOHN S. WALKER, 
CHAS. A. HOLDEN, 


20.40 
2.00 
5.60 

39.65 

12.50 
6.99 
4.33 


S104.45 


$209,409 
760.39 
50.00 
200.65 
271.23 
9.40 
104.45 
604.00) 
648.68 


$2,858.40 


S&67.1) 
145.00 


2.99 


$1,015.10 


$150.00 


——_——— =, 


$865.10 


) Seleetmen 


ot 


JARVIS G WALKER, ) Langdon, 


REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1ST, 1886. 


Number of terms of school, 13; number of weeks of school, 
f23; number of children between the ages of five an fifteen 
vears not attending any school, 5; number of children between 
‘he ages of five and fifteen years as reported by the selectmen, 
48; boys, 20; girls, 23: number ef different scholars in actual 
attendance, as reported by the teachers, 65; boys, 36; girls, 29; 
average daily attendance in all the schools, 40; largest number 
of scholars in any school, 17; smallest, 7; number of tardy marks, 
200; number cf days of non-attendance including both ‘“non- 
membership” and “other absences,” 1146. 

Total amount of expenditures, $774.36; average cost of teach- 
ers’ wages and miscellaneous expenses for each enrolled scholar, 
$11.87; amount of school money unexpended, $11.16; largest 
amount of miscellaneous expenses in any district, $25.50; small- 
est, $3.12. 

Names of teachers employed: District No. 1, Miss Agnes E. 
Partridge, Miss Sadie H. Cutting; Dist. No. 2, Miss Myra L. 
Chatterton, Miss Lenna J. Dickey, Miss Minnie E. Chatterton; 
Dist. No. 3, Miss Juliette A. Osgood; Dist. No. 4, Miss Harriet 
it. Burwell; Dist. No. 5, Miss Harriet H. Albee. 


ROLL OF PERFECT ATTENDANCE. 

Names of pupils who have not been absent or tardy during 
the entire year: District No. 1, Charles H. Cram, Edith G. 
Holden, Etta M. Holden; Dist. No. 3, Willie B. Holden, Hat- 
tie E. Wright; Dist. No. 5, Estella E. Bracket, Etta M. Davis- 

Names of pupils who have not been absent or tardy during 
two entire terms: Dist. No.2, Lennie F. Bragg, Allie M. Bragg; 
Dist. No. 4, May H. Elwell. 

Names of pupils who have not been absent or tardy during 
one entire term: District No. 1, Winnie M. Cram, Gertrude E. 
Marshall, Marshall A. Currier, Allen K. Holden, Floyd N. Rugg; 
Dist. No. 2, Elton W. Winch, Walter T. Winch, Wallace W. 
Metcalf; Dist. No. 3, Luvilla M. Ramsey; Dist. No. 4, Georgie 
A. Leach, Ada B. Wallace, Hosea R. Wheeler, Sterling F. 
Wheeler, Frank EK. Town. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Our thirteen terms of school have been taught by eight dif- 
ferent teachers. Districts No. 8, 4, and 5, have.each had the - 
services of the same teacher throughout. the year. This is al. 
ways a great advantage, and as these ladies have special qnali- 
fications for teaching, these schools have made more than the: 
average progress. In Dist. No. 1, two different but excellent 
teachers were employed, and there was little to regret besides. 
the interruption caused by the change. In No. 2, there was a 
change in the midst of the second term. caused by the sickness. 
of the teacher. As I was not notified of the beginning cr end 
of the second teacher’s services, I did not visit her school, and 
consequently cannot speak intelligently of it. The third term. 
there was another-change. The school always. appeared to be 
doing weil, and made fair progress, but with these changes, and 
the sickness which kept some of the pupils at home for many 
weeks of the last term, the year has been unavoidably a some- 
what broken one. 

There has been no serious trouble in, any school, and very lit- 
tle complaint of any sort.. We have had exceptionally good ° 
teachers, and the scholars have been, with few exceptions, obe- 
dient and diligent. Most of our teachers attended the Insti- 
tute held at Charlestown in January. We are glad to report 
this, for hitherto, this excellent opportunity has been much 
neglected by them. Great inducement was offered them. By 
act of legislature, they were allowed to leave their schools with- 
out loss of pay, and the citizens of Charlestown generously en-. 
tertained them without expense. The session was interesting 
and profitable, We hope that hereafter their attendance will 
be encouraged. 

Globes have been put into all our school-howses. These 
are small and inexpensive, and of course not so good or beau- 
tiful as could be desired, still they are helpful to those studying: — 
geography. And now we have globes, wall-maps of recent 
date, and Unabridged Dictionaries in every school-house. This. 

can be said of very few towns in the state, and our prudential 
committees and citizens deserve great praise for their intelli- 
gence and liberality in this direction. 


The house in No. 1 has been much improved inside and out,. 
and is now quite inviting in appearance. It remains to be seen 
whether or not any of our school-houses are to be abandoned 
under the new law. If not, some of the others, perhaps all of 
them, need like repairs. If the sum of fifty-two dollars can 
do as much for each of them as it has for this one, in respect 


to paint, paper and plastering, it will be well worth while te 
raise and apply it in every district. The entries especially 
need renovating. The walls of some of them are much de- 
taced by unseemly marks and cuttings which should be 
somehow obliterated... The plastering, also, which has fallen 
off in some places, and. been knocked off by violence in others, 
should be restored.. 'These disfigurations, most of which are 
no part of, the ordinary wear and tear, are not of recent date ; 
they are of long standing and do not speak well for the wood 
taste of the community. This, however, is not the worst of 
them; they exert a bad influence upon the morals and man- 
ners of the children. Some black-boards still need. repairs. 

But the non-attendance and tardiness are the worst features. 
of our schools at present, and they are increasing. The num- 
ber of tardy-marks this year is. 200. against 177 last year. The 
uumber of days of non-attendance is 1,146. From the latter 
Iarge number, however, we may very properly deduct the 350 
days which represent the non-attendance of scholars who 
eame tous from other towns. Some of these were visitors, 
scme came from adjoining districts in Charlestown and Ac- 
worth and attended only parts of terms, and two moved into 
town near the close of the winter term. All of them were. 
eood additions, and were welcome, and we make no complaint 
wbeut their marks. This deduction leaves an aggregate of 796 
days belonging to our own children, against 758 days. last year. 
Subtracting from this number the 165 days of absence caused 
by sickness, there: still remains 631, days, nearly all of which 
undoubtedly might have been avoided if the parents had done 
their duty in the matter. It is noticeable that certain names. 
appear year after year upon the roll of perfect attendance,while 
ethers are rarely or never seen upon it. It is also noticeable 
that the scholarship of those who are often or even occasion- 

ally absent or tardy, steadily falls behind that of those who at- 
tend constantly. ‘Lardiness is not quite so disastrous as alb- 
sence, for it robs the pupil of only a part of the day, but even 
that is a great loss. Some parents never allow their children 
to stay at home for any cause but sickness, while others keep» 
them at home to work, or allow them to stay away for slight 

reasons. We may safely say that there is.mot a man in town 
who cannot afford to keep his children in school from nine 
e clock until four, every day of every term in the year, up to 
and even beyond the age of fourteen, which is the legal limit, 
tt he really wishes to ‘do so and plans accordingly. Cannot 
this waste of our money and school privileges be stopped? 

The study of physiology has been introduced in accordance 


with the law which now requires it to be taught, “with special 
reference to the effect of alcohol and nareotics upon the human 
system.” English composition, we are sorry to say, has not 
been quite so generally attended to by our teachers as usual. 
We still retain Colburn’s Arithmetic as a text-book, and think 
it the best of its kind extant, and although some pupils think 
it a little old-fashioned, and object more or less because it re- 
quires close thinking and exact statement, the progress of 
those who have taken it this year, in practical arithmetic, tes- 
tifies to its worth. 

We pay our teachers higher wages than most of the neigh- 
boring towns. For instance, for the year ending March 1, 
1885, the average pay per month, including board, was $24.15. 
Only two towns in the county, Claremont and Charlestown, 
surpassed this, and they have high-schools, which, of course, 
are much more expensive than ordinary district schools. The 
same year, the average pay in Alstead was $20.30; in Acworth, 
$19.73; in Newport, which also has a high school, $21.84; in 
Marlow, $19.37. 

From this statement we learn that we can procure the best 
teachers in the vicinity by taking pains to find them. If the 
graduates of our Normal School are too far away to come for 
what we can offer them, we can at least present the money in- 
ducement to such teachers as are favorably mentioned in the 
reports of the towns near us. We have have had two good 
teachers who are graduates of Vermont Academy at Saxton 
River, Vt. Perhaps others may be found there. It is trite to 
say that much depends upon the teacher, still it is true, and, 
other things being equal, the well educated teacher is much 
more valuable to any school than the uneducated one. Com- 
mittees and boards sometimes put it out of their power to find 
good teachers by neglecting to look them up immediately after 
appointment, for the best ones are engaged first, and the poor- 
est are the late applicants. 

Respectfully submitted, 
AI. S. PRENTISS, | 
Superintending School Committee, 
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Length of school in weeks, 10)12|; 8; 8/10 ]} 9] 8] 6 
Whole number of scholars, 8/10}; 8} 7)11 |11} 9/11 
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Number of scholars in Physiology, 3 Alot 
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+e Drawing, 7 
$6 és Book-keeping Pie eee 
“ os Composition, 2| 6|| 2 a || 8] 4] 6 
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